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Saucon Valley Middle School 

The Saucon Valley Middle School provides an educational program which meets the needs 

and characteristics of the early adolescent during the transition from the elementary school to 

the high school. The middle school and the years in middle school are a place and time for 

growing. The philosophy of our middle school emphasizes the child and the role the parents 

and faculty play in the development of the child. 

 

We believe that the center of the educational process is the CHILD. The educational process 

is designed to develop the CHILD’s ability to make positive choices. The CHILD will be 

empowered to be a responsible and respectful citizen of the middle school and the 

community. 

 

We believe that the HOME provides the nurturing atmosphere that allows the child to 

develop towards his/her fullest potential and is supported by middle school cooperation and 

communication. The HOME, in concert with the educational process, will foster the desire 

for life-long learning. 

 

We believe that the middle school TEACHER is a key influence to encourage active student 

participation, establish high expectations, enable student success, and foster life-long 

learning. The teacher is most effective when working as an integral member of a small, 

specialized, and focused TEAM of caring professionals. 

 

 

 

 

Middle School Advisory (grades 6, 7, 8) 

A Middle School Student Advisory Program introduces a school-based adult advocate to 

every student for the purpose of fostering academic success and personal growth. The goals 

of this Middle School's Advisory Program are to ensure that each student has a staff 

advocate, provide a forum for topics relevant to adolescents in today’s world, create a safe, 

friendly place to receive support and modeling for academic pursuits and social interaction 

and promote coordination between home and school. 
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Activities and Clubs (may change annually, not all held each year) 

Held AFTER the school day - 3:00-4:00 

Students involved in multiple activities/sports should check  

with the advisors or coaches to work out a participation schedule.  

 

 

 

ACTIVITY OPEN TO 

GRADES 

NOTES DAY OF THE WEEK 

Camerata Singers 6, 7, 8 MS Music Room 

Membership by Audition 

Tuesday - after the school day 

Intramurals/Clubs 6, 7, 8 Archery, Art, Swimming, 

Volleyball, etc. 

Days to be determined - after the school day 

Jazz Band 6, 7, 8 MS Band Room  

Membership by Audition 

Monday - after the school day 

National Junior 

Honor Society 

(NJHS) 

8 MS LGI  

Membership by academic 

achievement and invitation  

Day to be determined - after the school day 

Reading Olympics 6, 7, 8 MS Library Day to be determined - after the school day 

Ski Club 6, 7, 8 MS 

limited number of 

participants, cost to 

participate 

Day to be determined - off site  

(Blue Mountain), 3:00-9:00 P.M. 

Student Council 5, 6, 7, 8 MS LGI 

Membership by student 

election 

Day to be determined - after the school day 

Yearbook 6, 7, 8 Membership by application 

and selection of advisor 

Day to be determined - after the school day 

PIAA Sports 7, 8 Various Middle and Junior 

High School Sports 

Check with District Athletic 

Office 

Day to be determined - after the school day 
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Language Arts 

Language Arts 5 

The language arts course is designed to help build readers through motivating and engaging literature and a variety of teaching 
tools.  Utilizing grade-appropriate and student-reading levels of text, teachers implement differentiated instruction with a strong 
focus on on-going, progress-monitoring and an explicit plan to help with managing small groups of students. Emphasis is placed 
on reading comprehension skills and strategies, independent reading, vocabulary development, and utilizing text-dependent 
evidence when analyzing literature.  Students will further develop their individual understanding of the writing process when 
responding to narrative, informative, and opinion prompts.  Students will apply grammatical rules such as sentence formation, 
comma usage, and appropriate verb tenses.   

Language Arts Grade 6, 7, 8 
 

The courses in the subject of Language Arts (Reading, Writing, Speaking and Listening) in grades 6, 7, and 8 utilize the 

Springboard English Language Arts Program ©.  This research-based, integrated program is designed for all learners.  The flexible 

Framework is designed to implement the Core Standards using best practices and pedagogy to ensure rigor, acceleration and 

accessibility for all learners. 

 

Higher-order thinking critical skills, precision in reading and writing, accurate analysis and evaluation, problem solving skills, 

deep and conceptual understanding, expanded academic vocabulary and media literacy are all experienced by learners in a 

carefully scaffolded curriculum.   

 

Students will be asked to  

 build knowledge through text-based analysis and discussion of content-rich nonfiction and informational texts 

 complete reading, writing and speaking experiences that are grounded in textual evidence 

 regularly practice with complex text and use of academic vocabulary 

 focus on argumentative writing rather than persuasive  

 
Springboard’s © integrated model of instruction provides thematic units that incorporate and differentiate the experiences of 

Reading, Writing, Speaking and Listening.  The Units vary in theme across grade levels.   The Units emphasize the strong 

connections between Reading and Writing while providing grammar and vocabulary instruction in context. The design provides a 

balanced and vertically aligned system of literacy development that is engaging for readers.  

 

Language Arts - 7, 8 High Achievement 

Course is assigned to students based on an internal staff review of assessment data (PSSA, MAP (Measures of Academic Progress) 
SRI (Scholastic Reading Inventory), curriculum based assessments, and others as course appropriate, prior course grades, teacher 
recommendation, etc.) 

This course, which also utilizes the design of the Springboard © curriculum is designed to provide an opportunity for students to 
interpret and critique a higher level of literature, including short stories, poetry, novels, and drama. This course encourages 
students to think independently, problem solve, master oral and written communication skills, and utilize correct grammar and 
punctuation on all written materials. Increases in the rate and mastery of learning will be expected.  Students will be expected 
to assume more responsibility for independent learning, participate willingly in class activities and discussions, do the 
homework and complete assignments in a consistent, conscientious and timely manner. 

Language Arts 2 - 7, 8  

Course is assigned to students based on an internal staff review of assessment data (PSSA, MAP (Measures of Academic Progress) 

SRI (Scholastic Reading Inventory), curriculum based assessments, and others as course appropriate, prior course grades, teacher 

recommendation, etc.) 

Students are placed in this required course for remediation of grade level standards if previous performance indicates the 

need.  Students work on identified Standards with scaffolded level of support.  Students set goals and the class will be structured 

around the individual needs of students.  Students work on reading comprehension, vocabulary, writing and grammar standards as 

the data indicates.  The goal of this class is to close the gap and help students to be successful, grade level readers and writers. 
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Math Grades 5, 6, 7, 8 (sequence of courses) 

Course is assigned to students based on an internal staff review of assessment data (PSSA, MAP (Measures of Academic Progress), curriculum 
based assessments, and others as course appropriate, prior course grades, teacher recommendation, etc.) 

In the event of acceleration PA Core 5/6, PA Core 6/7 and PA Core 7/8 may be combined and completed in one academic year (August-June).   
Students must be Proficient in PA Core Standards grades 5-8 prior to enrollment during the subsequent school year in the Algebra course. 

Pre Algebra concepts are embedded in ALL PA Core 5, 6, 7, 8 courses.  

PA Core 5 
Instruction will focus on three critical areas:  (1) developing fluency with addition and subtraction of fractions, and developing understanding of 

the multiplication of fractions and of division of fractions in limited cases (unit fractions divided by whole numbers and whole numbers divided 

by unit fractions); (2) extending division to 2-digit divisors, integrating decimal and fractions into the place value system, and developing 

understanding of whole number operations with decimals to hundredths, and developing fluency with whole number and decimal operations;  and 

(3) developing understanding of volume.  http://pdesas.org/Standard/View 

PA Core 6 
Instruction will focus on computing fluently with multi-digit decimal values, use estimation when appropriate, follow the order of operations, 

understand and use the properties of numbers, greatest common factor and least common multiples to solve a variety of real-world and 

mathematical problems. Students will apply and extend their understanding of operations with fractions to include dividing fractions by fractions. 

They will write algebraic expressions and equations with variables and apply the properties of operations to generate equivalent expressions. 

Students will solve one-step algebraic equations and inequalities and represent and analyze quantitative relationships between dependent and 

independent variables. Sixth-grade students will develop an understanding of the concept of a ratio and use ratio reasoning to solve a variety of 

real-world problems, including those involving unit rate, percent problems and measurement conversions. They will build upon the foundation of 

area to determine area and volume of more complex shapes. Students expand their scope of numbers to include integers. They will locate rational 

numbers on a number line, compare and order integers, and graph points in all four quadrants of the coordinate plane. Students begin to think 

statistically as they display, analyze and summarize numerical data sets by quantitative measures of center and variability. 

http://pdesas.org/Standard/View 

PA Core 7  
This course will focus on four critical areas of mathematics.  In the first area, students will be developing their number sense, as they gain an 

understanding of operations with rational numbers while working with expressions and linear equations.  Although the accessibility to 

technology permits the ease of computing rational numbers, having an understanding of the operations is essential in checking the reasonableness 

of an answer provided by the calculator.  Students will apply properties of operations in order to simplify algebraic expressions and solve multi-

step equations. In the second area, students will be developing their understanding of and applying proportional relationships.  They will be 

expressing proportional relationship in various forms, including equations, tables and graphs.  They will develop an understanding of and apply 

the constant of proportionality and unit rates to solve problems and make predictions. Understanding how to apply these proportional 

relationships is a key component to solving many real-world application problems.  In the third area, students will be problem solving through the 

application of geometric formulas, principles, and proportional relationships. Students will be working with scale drawings, informal geometric 

constructions, and two- and three-dimensional shapes to solve problems involving measurements, area, surface area, and volume.  Students will 

study various angle relationships and then apply these relationships to solve problems involving algebraic expressions.  In the fourth area, 

students will be working with statistical data as they draw inferences about populations based upon samples, make comparisons about different 

data sets by analyzing measures of central tendency and measures of variability, make comparisons of experimental and theoretical probability 

and calculate probability of simple and compound events.  http://pdesas.org/Standard/View 
PA Core 8 
This course will focus on four critical areas of mathematics. In the first area, students will classify numbers as rational or irrational. They will 

also be able to simplify and estimate the value of irrational numbers. In the second area, students will be formulating and reasoning about 

expressions and equations. This will include using linear equations and systems of linear equations to represent, analyze, and solve a variety of 

problems. Students will be expected to strategically choose and efficiently implement procedures to solve linear equations. In addition, students 

will be expected to apply their understanding of a function and use functions to describe, compare, andmodel quantitative relationships. In the 

third area, students will analyze two- and three-dimensional figures and space using distance, similarity, and congruence as well as apply the 

Pythagorean Theorem. In the fourth area, students will analyze and/or interpret bivariate data displayed in multiple representations.  

http://pdesas.org/Standard/View 

Algebra I 
Instruction will focus student on learning to think logically as they study number systems and properties, signed numbers, variables and 

expressions, open sentences, solving linear equations/inequalities with one variable, absolute value, exponents, scientific notation, how to 

construct graphs using a number of line and the coordinate plane. Students will also apply critical thinking skills as they learn how to solve a 

variety of application problems. This course is also designed to provide students with a strong Algebra I foundation and the skills necessary for 

success in additional high school mathematics class as well as success on the Pennsylvania State Keystone Exam.  

Honors Geometry (may be held at SVHS) 
Students will apply deductive and inductive reasoning to the development of proofs and the solving of problems. Basic geometric concepts such 

as points and lines, parallelism, similarity, congruency, polygons, right triangles, basic trigonometric concepts, coordinate geometry, an 

introduction to solid geometry, and circles will be studied in depth and applied to problem-solving situations. 

 



 

6 

 

Social Studies 

Social Studies 5 (1
st
 Semester) 

 
This course concentrates on the physical geography of the United States and how it relates to U.S. history. Units covered during 

the semester include exploration and colonization of the New World, early Native Americans, and the causes of the American 

Revolution. 

 

Social Studies 6 (2
nd

 Semester) 

This course of study will explore the units of the Ancient World through Medieval Times. Students develop an awareness and 

understanding of the social, political, economic, and geographical forces that affect their lives. The study provides an awareness of 

cultures throughout the world and how these civilizations have influenced modern cultures. 

 

Social Studies 7 

This course, Geography Alive ©, begins with an in-depth overview of the tools of geography that focuses on basic map skills.  The 

students apply these skills to analyze thematic maps and to explore different regions of the world.  We start each region with a 

geographic overview, focusing on the region’s physical and human geography.  After completing the overview we will explore one 

aspect of the region and look at contemporary geographical issues such as adaptations to unique environments, immigration, and 

the responsible use of resources. 

 

Social Studies 8 

This course begins with the causes of the American Revolution and continues through the causes of the Civil War. The course 

covers topics such as the American Revolution, origins of the American nation, the Constitution, westward expansion, American 

Foreign Policy and the causes of the Civil War. Throughout the course, students will develop and utilize organizational skills, 

identify physical and political geography, examine government and political systems, study economic factors and characteristics, 

describe life during various historical time periods, and examine the influence of the United States in relationship to the world. 

 
 

Social Studies High Achievement 8 

Course is assigned to students based on an internal staff review of assessment data (PSSA, MAP (Measures of Academic Progress) SRI 

(Scholastic Reading Inventory), curriculum based assessments, and others as course appropriate, prior course grades, teacher recommendation, 
etc.) 

 
This course covers the same major units are studied in Social Studies 8, but the approach of topics includes an emphasis on higher 

level thinking skills.  The course is designed to be more challenging than the grade level course.  In addition to examining content 

in greater depth, students are required to do a variety of historical reading and writing projects.  A historical research project, 

combined with an oral report, is a requirement of the course.  The research includes the use of secondary, and when available, 

primary resources.  Students will be expected to participate willingly in class activities and discussions, and consistently complete 

all assignments and homework in a conscientious and timely manner. 
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Science  

Science 5 (2
nd

 Semester)  

This course focuses on biological, physical, and earth/space sciences, as well as technology and engineering. During quarters three, 

students will be using engineering and designing skills to create a wide variety of objects using their knowledge of the physical 

sciences. During quarter four, students will gain an understanding of what constitutes life in a brief unit of biological science. 

Through inquiry-based learning, students will discover the interconnections between the Earth, moon, and sun. 
 
 

Science 6 (1
st
 Semester)  

 
This course encompasses both physical and biological sciences. The course begins with an overview of the metric system and the 

various tools used in scientific experimentation. Students then utilize Full Option Science System (FOSS) to develop their skills in 

conducting scientific inquiry and controlled experiments. From there, this course explores chemical interactions, again guided by 

FOSS. Students apply scientific inquiry skills while developing an understanding of matter, specifically its properties, how 

properties change and energy transfer. The last unit of this course deals with biology. A foundation for cell biology is established 

as students learn about the structure and function of cells. 

 

Science 7 

This course consists of two science disciplines, Life Science and Physics. Life Science will be covered in three academic quarters 

with Physics completing the remaining quarter of the school year. Life Science begins with a brief review of its basics. Review 

topics include characteristics of living things and cell structures and functions. The Life Science course then proceeds to explore 

the topics of microscopy, cell reproduction, genetics, adaptations, and natural selection. In addition, Life Science provides students 

with the first steps along the path of ecological understanding of the diversity and unity of life and of human impact upon the 

Earth’s living creatures. Students experience these biological themes through laboratory work, observations of live organisms, 

research, and video field trips. Physics concentrates on the fundamentals of motion and forces. Students measure and analyze live 

observations of unbalanced forces and witness evidence for the existence of forces. These essentials of our physical world underlie 

future studies of Astronomy, Earth Science, and Chemistry. Both the Life Science and Physics courses are aligned to the 

Pennsylvania Academic Standards for Science and to the Pennsylvania Core Standards. Physics also follows the Pennsylvania 

Standards for Mathematics, where applicable. The two disciplines are inquiry-based and are designed to develop students’ 

scientific process skills and problem-solving techniques. Recognizing students’ varying backgrounds, language, interests, 

readiness, and learning preferences instructional strategies, content products, and projects are adjusted to accommodate this 

diversity. 

 

Science 8 

 
This course explores the topics of earth and space science, focusing on weather, water, the solid earth, and chemistry as 4 different 

units. The class is inquiry-based and develops scientific process skills and problem-solving techniques. By the end of the year, 

students will have a solid understanding of how the earth around them works and how their interactions with the local 

surroundings affect the health of their environment. 

 

Science 8 High Achievement  

Course is assigned to students based on an internal staff review of assessment data (PSSA, MAP (Measures of Academic Progress) SRI 

(Scholastic Reading Inventory), curriculum based assessments, and others as course appropriate, prior course grades, teacher recommendation, 
etc.) 

This course explores the topics of earth and space science, focusing on weather, water, the solid earth, and chemistry science as 4 

different units. Scientific concepts, processes, higher-level terminology, and critical thinking skills are expanded. The class is 

designed to be more challenging than the regular program with more in-depth content, abstract concepts, and expanded laboratory 

experiences. A higher level of writing skills is required, and students will be doing more research-based projects. Student will be 

expected to participate willingly in class activities and discussions, and consistently complete all assignments and homework in 

a conscientious and timely manner. 
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World Languages 

Exploratory French 6/ Exploratory Spanish 6 (conducted during Extension Period) 

Students participate in one quarter each of introductory French and Spanish language instruction. Students become familiar with 

the target language and culture by learning basic vocabulary through a conversational approach. Topics may include the alphabet, 

numbers, introductions, days of the week, months, colors, weather phrases and parts of the body.  Students will then select one of 

the World Languages to study for 2 years in grades 7 & 8.  

PA Core Standards - CC1.2.6.J  CC1.2.6.K  CC1.2.6.L  CC1.5.6.A  CC1.5.6.E 

Spanish 7 

This course introduces to the basics of the target language through standards based instruction. The class emphasizes a culturally 

appropriate understanding and application of the language to promote language proficiency. Students will develop their four major 

language skills of speaking, reading, listening and writing. There is an expectation for willing participation for ALL students in the 

class. Students will complete the second portion of this course in the 8th grade. 

Spanish 8 

This course is a continuation of Spanish 7. Students continue to develop grammar and vocabulary through everyday situational 

contexts-based instruction. They develop the ability to listen, speak, read, and write the language within the framework of the 

target culture. There is an expectation for willing participation for ALL students in the class. Upon demonstrating proficiency in 

the world language standards in 7th and 8th grade courses, students may be recommended to continue with Level II at the high 

school. 

 

French 7  
 

This course presents grammar and vocabulary through context-based instruction. They develop the ability to listen, speak, read and 

write the language within the framework of the target culture. Upon demonstrating proficiency in the world language standards in 

7
th

 and 8
th

 grade courses students may be recommended to continue with Level II. There is an expectation for willing participation 

from ALL students in the class.  
 

French 8 

 
This course is a continuation of French 7. Students continue to develop grammar and vocabulary through everyday situational 

contexts-based instruction.  They develop the ability to listen, speak, read, and write the language within the framework of the 

target culture.  There is an expectation for willing participation from ALL students in the class. Upon demonstrating proficiency in 

the world language standards in 7
th

 and 8
th
 grade courses, students may be recommended to continue with Level II at the high 

school.  

 

Enrichment 5, 6, 7, 8 

Students with Gifted Individualized Education Programs (GIEPs) study topics within and beyond those examined during academic 

content area study.  Topics are compacted and accelerated based on student performance and are based on both the curriculum and 

student interest.  Enrichment takes place during the Extension period (Grades 6-8) and during Intervention and Extension (Grade 

5).  The schedule can be found on the current teacher website: Miss Brodt (grades 6, 7, 8) www.svpanthers.org/page.cfm?p=4116 

or Mrs. Danielle Lewis (grade 5) www.svpanthers.org/page.cfm?p=3825 

 

 

 

 



 

9 

 

Related Arts (5, 6, 7, 8) 

COURSE GRADE DESCRIPTION 

Art  5 Fifth grade will be exposed to both two and three-dimensional art. Throughout this 

course students will be exposed to artists, media and an art vocabulary that is 

constantly expanding. “Art Communicates” is the underlining theme during this fifth 

grade year. With this in mind, with emphasis on the elements of art and exposure to 

media, students will have the tools to express themselves with their own art. 

Art  6 Students are immersed into new ideas, techniques, and designs in Art.  They will be 

introduced to color, painting, perspective, and other drawing and design 

projects.  They will also learn about different art styles and artists.  They will be 

taught a basic foundation in Art that will help them develop skills they can expand on 

in 7th and 8th grade.   

Art  7 Students are introduced to even more ideas, techniques, and designs in Art.  They will 

be introduced to the quill pen, watercolor techniques, the coiling technique with clay, 

perspective, and printmaking.  They will also learn about new art styles and artists 

that relate to their projects.  Students are continually building upon their art skills in 

7
th

 grade that they will use in 8
th

 grade Art. 

Art  8 Students culminate their Art experience by using their prior knowledge of art 

techniques and styles learned in the past and use the knowledge as a basis for their 

maximum potential and growth in Art. Students will continue to learn about new 

ideas, techniques, artists, and designs in Art. They will be introduced to sculpture, 

two-point perspective, figure drawing, and a clay sculpture project that demonstrates 

a comprehensive knowledge about clay. 

Career Education 8 The 8
th

 grade students at the middle school will begin to explore and have an 

understanding of the Pennsylvania Academic Standards for Career Education and 

Work during their Relates Arts period. The established standards outline what the 

students should know in four areas: Career Awareness and Preparation, Career 

Acquisition (Getting a Job), Career Retention and Advancement, and 

Entrepreneurship. The students will become familiar with the career and work 

standards. Student and instructor led discussions, as well as the use of technology to 

augment understanding of the topics presented will be strategies used. 

D.A.R.E.  5 The Drug Abuse Resistance Education or D.A.R.E.’s keepin’ it REAL Elementary 

Curriculum is designed based on the Socio-Emotional Learning Theory (SEL).  SEL 

indentifies fundamental, basic skills and developmental processes needed for healthy 

development including self awareness and management, responsible decision making, 

understanding others, relationship and communication skills and handling 

responsibilities and challenges.  The curriculum uses the theory to teach youth to 

control their impulse and think about risks and consequences resulting in more 

responsible choices.  We believe that if you can teach youth to make safe and 

responsible decisions, this guides them to healthy choices not only about drugs but 

across all parts of their lives.  As they grow to be responsible citizens, they will lead 

healthier and more productive drug-free lives. 

Decision Making & Problem 

Solving 

6 Students in the middle school years are faced with many social, emotional, and 

educational challenges. Fortunately, research shows that prevention efforts focused 

on social and personal skills development can address factors that protect young 

adolescents and also promote their success.  This course and the developed lessons 

are intended to increase protective factors, such as effective decision making ability 

and the skills necessary for problem solving.  This courses addresses several of the 

academic, career, and personal/social standards set forth by the American School 

Counselor Association. By the end of this course students should feel confident in 

their ability to recognize and identify a problem, think critically and objectively about 

a problem, think about a problem from another perspective, develop ways in which a 

problem can be overcome, understand helpful resources in problem-solving and 

decision-making and feel empowered about taking on future problems. 
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Related Arts - continued 

COURSE GRADE DESCRIPTION 

Family & Consumer Science 7 Students in the 7
th

 grade family and consumer science program will be exploring and 

sharing babysitting tips on how to be a great babysitter to children 10 and under.   

Various techniques are used in discovering what it is like to babysit and how much is 

really involved in taking proper care of babies and toddlers.  For example, the 

students will find child care articles online, read the article and then summarize key 

points discussed in the article.  Students will then present the information they 

gathered and learned with the class.  Students will also make a small stuffed toy to 

use while babysitting. The babysitting bag will be decorated by the students and then 

used on any future babysitting jobs they may acquire.  Students will be learning how 

to sew by hand, measure out thread, and sew at the sewing machine. 

PA Core Standards - CC.8.6.6-8.E  CC.1.5.7.A  CC.1.5.7.G  CC.1.4.7.H   CC.1.4.7.E     

CC.1.1.5.E  C.3.5.6-8.D  CC.1.5.7.D  CC.1.4.7.A   CC.1.4.7.D     CC.1.2.7.A   

CC.1.3.7.A 

Family & Consumer Science 8 Students in the 8
th

 grade family and consumer science program delve into what it is 

like to have money and how to spend it wisely.  We define such terms as consumer, 

goods and services, habits in spending, warranties, exchange, refund, budgeting, etc. 

in relationship to being or becoming a wise consumer!  Buying and selling skills are 

stressed in this area when defining the terms and explanations of how they will help 

us become better consumers.  Other topics to be studied are factors that influence 

buying decisions, types of media messages and advertising techniques that are used to 

persuade someone to buy something and skillful shopping. Through the foods and 

nutrition part of this class, students will apply the skills of kitchen equipment and 

management by identifying types, use and care of selected equipment, explain the 

basic principles of cooking in a microwave, on a stove, and in an oven.  They will 

also be able to identify appropriate abbreviations, food measurement terminology, 

techniques and equivalents.  Throughout the hands on food labs students will be able 

to demonstrate proper measuring and preparation techniques.  Reading and 

understanding of recipes ties in the literacy part of common core.   Students need to 

understand cooking terms, food measurement terminology as well as food preparation 

terminology and identify kitchen equipment.  Science comes in, as the food is being 

prepared and baked in an oven.  What makes a product rise, why do we need to set 

timers, and how does cooking eggs in a microwave differ from preparing them on a 

stove or in an oven? 

PA Core Standards -  CC.3.5.6-8.l  CC.1.5.8.D  CC.1.4.8.D  CC.1.4.8.E  CC.13.7.B  

CC.1.5.8.A  CC.1.5.8G  CC.1.4.8H  CC.1.1.5.E 

Google Apps 6 This Google Apps class will empower students to work with the different Apps 

included in the Google Apps suite. This course will teach students how to effectively 

set up and use Gmail, Google Calendar and Google Drive. After taking this Google 

Apps class students will be able to leverage the different collaboration tools available 

in Google Apps which are geared towards making communication processes more 

effective and productive.  

PA Core Standards - 15.4.8.A  15.4.8.B  15.4.8.D  15.4.8.G  15.4.8.I  15.4.8.M  

15.4.8.L 

Health & Physical Education  5 The Health and physical education classes will provide students with the knowledge 

and skills they need that will promote and enhance a healthy lifestyle.  The course 

content is aligned with the Pennsylvania state standards. 
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Related Arts - continued 

COURSE GRADE DESCRIPTION 

Health  6 Students will have Health twice during the school year.  During the 1
st
 semester, 

students will focus on social health and mental health.  We will discuss how 

understanding and dealing with our emotions can have a positive impact on the level 

of one’s health.  As well, students will describe effective communication skills and 

how to build healthy relationships.  Students finish the cycle by taking a look at 

bullying and describing ways to help prevent it.  During the 2
nd

 semester, students 

will learn why people become sick and ways to help prevent spreading germs.  We 

will also discuss the immune system and students will describe how the body fights 

against infections.  This course will also utilize the Botvin LifeSkills Training 

curriculum©  http://www.lifeskillstraining.com/overview.php 

PA Core Standards -  Reading  CC1.2.3.G  CC.1.2.6.I  CC.1.3.6.A  CC.1.3.6.B Math 

CC.2.2.6.B.3 

Health  7 Students will have Health twice a year. The first half of the year will include basic 

instruction in physical fitness components includes the following: flexibility, body 

composition, cardio-respiratory endurance, muscle strength, and muscle endurance. 

Students will also learn how to design a fitness program for themselves. When 

students return the second half of the year curriculum will address drug 

classifications, tobacco, and alcohol education, along with friendship making, 

responsible decision-making skills, and self-esteem building.  

PA Core Standards - 1.1.7.B&D 1.2.7.B,D,&E 1.4.7.B 1.5.7.B,C,&F 1.6.7 1.8.7 1.9.7  

Health 8 Topics include human development, the male and female reproductive systems, 

pregnancy/childbirth, abstinence, contraception, HIV/AIDS, and sexually transmitted 

diseases.  Also, the course includes the study of the nervous, urinary, integumentary, 

and endocrine systems.  Student will also learn basic first aid, universal precautions, 

and be able to perform the Heimlich maneuver.  Students are required to have a 

pocket folder for class.      PA Core Standards - CC.1.2.8.A  CC.1.2.8.B  CC.1.2.8.E 

Java Script 8 Students will use online interactive websites to learn JavaScript. JavaScript is a 

beginner-friendly programming language. JavaScript makes websites interactive. 

HTML & CSS will let you make nice looking web pages, but they'll be static; this 

programming language will allow students to ask users to input information, move 

elements around on the page, and make their website more functional overall. 

PA Core Standards - 15.4.8.A  15.4.8.D  15.4.8.H  15.4.8.I  15.4.8.M 

Library 5 This course will reflect and foster the skills learned in previous years to ensure that all 

students are working towards being independent users of the library.  In this course 

we will appreciate different genres of literature, take a look at new and upcoming 

trends dealing with technology as well as issues with these technologies such as 

cyber-bullying and Internet safety, research and other related issues. 

Materials Handling 7 In 7
th

 Grade Materials Handling and Design, students will have the opportunity to use 

basic woodworking tools to complete a project designed by the class.  Emphasis will 

be placed on the design process and shop safety.  Students will work collectively to 

design and create their own iPad stand for their school issued iPads. 

PA Core Standards - CC.1.2.7.J  CC.1.2.7.K  CC.1.5.7.A  CC.1.5.7.D  CC.2.3.7.A1  

CC.2.3.7.A2  CC.3.5.6-8  CC.3.5.6-8D 

Materials Handling 8 In 8
th

 Grade, students will have the opportunity to explore basic woodworking and the 

use of CAD (computer aided design) during their 15 days in class.  Emphasis will be 

placed on the design process and teamwork.  Students will work collectively to 

design and create their own woodworking project. 

PA Core Standards -  CC.1.2.8.J  CC.1.2.8.K  CC.1.5.8.A  CC.1.5.8.D  CC.2.3.8.A1  

CC.2.3.8.A2  CC3.5.6-8  CC.3.5.6-8D 

http://www.lifeskillstraining.com/overview.php
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Related Arts – continued 
 

COURSE GRADE DESCRIPTION 

Modular Technology 6 This program is designed to introduce students to many different technological 

subject areas.  The subjects explored in our lab include: Desktop Publishing, Small 

Gas Engines, Alternate Energies and Design.  Students will have an opportunity to 

learn about these various topics in a hands-on approach.  They will participate in such 

activities as disassembling and reassembling an engine, creating their own business 

card and building a wind powered car. PA Core Standards - CC.1.2.6.J  CC.1.2.6.K  

CC.1.5.6.A  CC.1.5.6.D  CC.2.3.6.A1  CC.2.3.6.A2  CC.3.5.6-8  CC.3.5.6-8D 

Music 5 Fifth grade students will engage in a variety of instrumental and vocal performance 

tasks based upon the National Standards for Music Education and PA Core Standards. 

Learners will sing, play instruments, improvise, compose, read musical notation, 

listen to a variety of musical styles, evaluate performances, learn how music relates to 

cultural development and study relationships between music and the other arts. 

Music 6 This course includes participation in listening, singing, instrumental activities, 

(particularly the hand bells), composition and performance to learn the various 

elements of music (form, rhythm, melody, theory). 

Music 7 This course teaches the fundamentals of music through singing, playing, and 

performing with the hand bells and xylophones in a cooperative grouping 

environment, and learning the music concepts of melody, harmony, rhythm, tone 

color and form. This course has an emphasis on world music. 

Music 8 This course teaches beginning guitar. All students will learn how to read traditional 

notation, chords and tabulator. There is a continuation of learning the concepts of 

music as related to the guitar such as form, rhythm, harmony, performance, theory 

and history.   

Physical Education  6 There is supervised instruction in various activities including games, dance, 

swimming, and activities involving development of body and body awareness. The 

class fosters sportsmanship, self-motivation, self-esteem, knowledge of sports, and 

develops cooperation, fitness, and leadership abilities. A Physical Education outfit is 

required.  

Physical Education  7 This course is a supervised instruction in various sports, games, swimming and dance. 

It develops cooperation, fitness, and leadership abilities.  The course fosters 

sportsmanship and sports knowledge from a participants’ and spectators’ point of 

view.  A Physical Education outfit is required. 

Physical Education  8 This course includes supervised instruction in various sports, games, swimming, and 

dance. It aims to foster sportsmanship, knowledge of sports (participant and 

spectator), develop cooperation, leadership skills, and the concept of lifelong fitness. 

A Physical Education outfit is required.  

Research & Study Skills 6 This course will build on the foundation of library skills learned in elementary school.  

In this course, students will have the opportunity to develop and refine their research 

skills.  Students will be using on-line and print resources available in the Middle 

School library.  Students will also learn strategies to improve their study skills in 

areas such as goal setting, brainstorming, following directions, making predictions 

and time management.  PA Core Standards - CC.1.2  CC.1.2.6.B  CC.1.2.6.G  

CC.1.2.6.I  CC.1.2.6.K  CC.1.2.6.L  CC.1.3.6.I  CC.1.4.6.  CC.1.4.6.I  CC.1.4.6.L  

CC.1.4.6.S  CC.1.4.6.V  CC.1.4.6.W  CC.1.4.6.X  CC. 1.5.6.A  CC.1.4.6.F 

Scratch 7 Students in this course will learn the basics of Scratch. Scratch is a programming 

language that makes it easy to create their own interactive stories, animations, games, 

music, and art -- and share their creations on the web.  As students create and share 

Scratch projects, they will learn important mathematical and computational ideas, 

while also learning to think creatively, reason systematically, and work 

collaboratively.  PA Core Standards - 15.4.8.A  15.4.8.D  15.4.8.H  15.4.8.I  15.4.8.M 
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 Extensions (grades 6, 7, 8) 

**Proficiency in academics (Language Arts, Math, Social Studies, Science, World Languages) takes      

precedence over Extension Period requests. 

**Reading Strategies, Sonday, and Math support classes WILL be assigned in place of below 

selections at ANY point throughout the school year should students indicate a lack of proficiency or 

difficulty with grade level content.  

TITLE GRADE DESCRIPTION 

Band 

 

6, 7, 8 Develop your musical potential through performance on a woodwind, brass or percussion 

instrument. Small groups also meet once per week and emphasize individual playing skills, correct 

interpretation of the music and instrument care. PREREQUISITE: At least one year of in-school 

or private band instrumental music lessons. PA Core Standards - Reading CC.1.2.6-8.A-C,E-G, I-

J,L CC.1.3.6-8.A-G,I-J,K  CC.1.4.6-8.A,G,M,R,V,W CC.1.5.6-8.A-B,E Math  CC.2.1.6.D.1  

CC.2.2.7.B.1  CC.2.3.8.A.2  CC.2.4.7.B.2 

Choir 

 

6, 7, 8 Choir is a year-long extension period course that explores choral music from a wide variety of 

cultures and time periods through study and performance. Genres of music sung are: pop, jazz, 

patriotic, foreign language, art and classical, to name a few. There are two choral concerts a year 

(December and May) and additional opportunities for performance, outside of school, such as 

singing the national anthem at various venues and local events. Every year the Chorus attends a 

singing competition usually at Hershey Park. Join choir and start your day creating beautiful music 

with your friends!  PA Core Standards -  Reading  CC.1.2.6-8.A-L CC.1.3.6-8.A-G,I-J,K  

CC.1.4.6-8.A,G,H, M,R,V,W,  CC.1.5.6-8.A-B,E  Math  - CC.2.1.6.D.1 CC.2.2.7.B.1 

CC.2.3.8.A.2  CC.2.4.7.B.2 

LANGUAGE ARTS 

TITLE GRADE DESCRIPTION 

Book Clubs   

 

6, 7, 8 Select books from school or bring them in from home, and then join in discussion groups to 

analyze the text and share your thoughts.   

From Small Print to  

Big Screen  

6, 7, 8 How many times have you heard someone say, “That book is SO much better than the movie?”  

Decide for yourself as we read books and watch their movie adaptations.   

PA Core Standards - CC1.2.8 A CC1.2.8 B CC 1.3.8E CC 1.6.8A CC1.6.8D CC1.6.8E CC1.6.8F 

Researching Scientific Issues 

Facing Middle School Students 

 

6, 7, 8 Students will choose a topic facing middle school students (ex. impact of screen time on teens, 

childhood obesity, impact of amount of sleep on academic performance, etc.). Students will 

research the topic, evaluate validity of sources and write a research paper summarizing current 

research on the topic. Students will then create a public service announcement to be shared with 

the student body based on their research.  PA Core Standards -  CC.3.5.68  CC.3.5.68.H 

CC.3.5.68.I  CC.3.6.68A CC.3.6.68B CC.3.6.68.C CC.3.6.68D  CC.3.6.68E  CC.3.6.68.F 

CC.3.6.68.G 

Science in Literature 

 

6, 7, 8 Students will select a fiction book with scientific themes to read during this extension.  By the end 

of the extension, students will read the entire text, watch a film version or filmed live production if 

applicable and analyze the text.  PA Core Standards -CC.1.3.8.A CC.1.3.8.B 

CC.1.3.8.CCC.1.3.8.G  

Sports Researching 

 

7, 8 The students will focus on researching about their favorite sports team and athletes, and the various 

forms the media utilized to share that information, such as newspapers, magazines, interviews, TV 

and radio shows and internet sites. The students will then share their information using those 

methods.  Students will research a sports topic and then create a keynote and movie to present to 

the class. Students will need to complete and present two or more thoroughly researched sports 

topics to the class. During this extension, students will be focusing on the following language arts 

 standards:  PA Core Standards - CC.1.2.7.A CC.1.2.8.A   CC.1.3.7.A   CC.1.3.7.B   CC.1.4.7.A   

CC.1.4.8.A CC.1.4.7.E   CC.1.4.8.E  CC.1.4.7.H  CC.1.4.8.H  CC.1.5.7.D  CC.1.5.8.D 

What’s Black & White & Read 

All Over?  

6, 7, 8 In this class students will search for, examine, and comment upon current event news 

articles.  Topics will range from world events to local news, from politics to sports and anything in 

between. Students will also follow a multi-day news story and provide written analysis on how the 

coverage progresses over time.  An emphasis will be placed on differentiating between a basic 

website and a news website. PA Core Standards - Reading 1.2  Writing 1.4    

Where in the World? 6, 7, 8 Students will research different travel destinations throughout the world with an emphasis on 

physical geography, cultural geography and tourism.   Looking to gather detailed information on 

their dream vacations, the students will create a presentation including a detailed itinerary that 

would make any travel agent proud. PA Core Standards –Reading 1.2 Writing 1.4   
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Extensions (grades 6, 7, 8) – continued 

OTHER EXTENSIONS 

TITLE GRADE DESCRIPTION 

Art – 2D 

 

 

6, 7, 8 2D Art - From painting to drawing projects to collage work, in this Art based 

extension you will be exposed to a variety of media.  Whether you are an amateur or a 

masterful artist, you will learn how to properly use materials to create masterpieces. 
PA Core Standards – Mathematics 2.3 Geometry  2.3.6  CC.2.3.6.A.1  2.3.7  CC.2.3.7.A.1  

2.3.8  CC.2.3.8.A.1 Language Arts  1.4 Writing CC.1.4.6.A  CC.1.4.7.A  CC.1.4.8.A  

CC.1.4.6.D  CC.1.4.7.D  CC.1.4.8.D  CC.1.4.6.F  CC.1.4.7.F  CC.1.4.8.  C.C.1.4.6.H  

C.C.1.4.7.H 

Art – 3D 6, 7, 8 3D Art - Welcome to the world of three dimensions!  In this extension, you will use a 

variety of media to create three-dimensional works of art.  Clay, papier-mâché, and 

wire are just a few materials you will be using. PA Core Standards – Mathematics 2.3 

Geometry  2.3.6  CC.2.3.6.A.1  2.3.7  CC.2.3.7.A.1  2.3.8  CC.2.3.8.A.1 Language Arts  1.4 

Writing CC.1.4.6.A  CC.1.4.7.A  CC.1.4.8.A  CC.1.4.6.D  CC.1.4.7.D  CC.1.4.8.D  CC.1.4.6.F  

CC.1.4.7.F  CC.1.4.8.  C.C.1.4.6.H  C.C.1.4.7.H 

Bicycling 6, 7, 8 Ride your bicycle around campus for an aerobic workout. Bikes can be stored in our 

storage area.  Dress appropriately to ride in damp and cool weather.  Bike and helmet 

required.  Daily maintenance checks are conducted on equipment to ensure safety.  

PA Core Standards - M06.A-R.1.1.4   M06.B-E.3.1.2  M06.D-S.1.1.2:  MOS D-S.1.1.3 

Ceramics 6, 7, 8 Ceramics - Like getting dirty?  Go ahead and join us as we create works of art using 

clay.  You will learn the basics when working with clay and use your knowledge to 

create original and unique pieces.  We will also learn how to use the pottery wheel to 

create pieces that are more functional. PA Core Standards – Mathematics 2.3 Geometry  

2.3.6  CC.2.3.6.A.1  2.3.7  CC.2.3.7.A.1  2.3.8  CC.2.3.8.A.1 Language Arts  1.4 Writing 

CC.1.4.6.A  CC.1.4.7.A  CC.1.4.8.A  CC.1.4.6.D  CC.1.4.7.D  CC.1.4.8.D  CC.1.4.6.F  

CC.1.4.7.F  CC.1.4.8.  C.C.1.4.6.H  C.C.1.4.7.H 

Chess and Other Games of 

Strategy 

6, 7, 8 Want to earn points for your team on FUN DAY?  This extension will let you do just 

that!  This extension is designed for all levels of competency including the very 

beginner. You’ll learn how to set up the chessboard and the directions and number of 

places each of the pieces moves along with the point values. Practice these moves 

with “No Stress Chess” until you remember each movement.  Proceed on to learn the 

objectives that drive the game of chess, practice new openings, discover why the 

pawns capture sideways, and learn when and how to castle properly.  You can even 

learn some French.  What in the world is en passant?  Once you master chess you 

may move on to Mancala and Blockus.  Using games in the classroom can be 

advantageous according to studies completed by education guru Robert Marzano. 

1“These studies showed that, on average, using academic games in the classroom is 

associated with a 20 percentile point gain in student achievement. This is a relatively 

strong finding.”  Join us for some friendly competition and remember, earn those 

points for FUN DAY. 

Cultural Dance from around 

the World 

 

6, 7, 8 Students will research cultural dance from around the world.  Students will present 

information in a variety of formats, including written information, photographs and 

videos.  Students may seek out experts to enhance the presentation. PA Core 

standards - CC.8.6.6-8.B, F CC.8.6.6-8.G CC.8.5.6-8.G CC.1.2.8.G  

Design  

 

6, 7, 8 Explore art from around the world and use a variety of media and techniques to create 

designs as you learn about and apply the elements and principles of design.  
PA Core Standards - Mathematics 2.3 Geometry  2.3.6  CC.2.3.6.A.1  2.3.7  CC.2.3.7.A.1  

2.3.8  CC.2.3.8.A.1 Language Arts  1.4 CC.1.4.6.A  CC.1.4.7.A  CC.1.4.8.A  CC.1.4.6.D , F 

CC.1.4.7.D  CC.1.4.8.D  CC.1.4.7.F  CC.1.4.8.  C.C.1.4.6.H  C.C.1.4.7.H  C.C.1.4.8.H 

Fun 45 7, 8 Various activities rotating on a daily basis to include keeping track of daily caloric 

intake on myfitnesspal.com, walking to stay fit, weight lifting, board game days, 

kinect box and archery.  Along with the above activities students will research and 

compare current fitness and diet trends through various mediums.  They will also 

have an opportunity to chart their fitness goals and progress.  PA Core Standards – 

 CC.1.2.6.G  CC.1.2.7.B  CC.1.2.8.A  CC.1.3.6.A  CC.1.2.7.D  CC.1.2.8.C  

CC.2.1.6.3.2  CC.1.2.7.I  CC.1.2.8.G  CC.2.2.7.B.3  CC.2.4.8.B.2 
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Extensions (grades 6, 7, 8) – continued 

TITLE GRADE DESCRIPTION 

 Game Play 6, 7, 8 

 

Students will make and market games.  They will research and evaluate existing 
family and educational games.  Working in teams the students will create their own 
games.  The class will read the directions, play the prototype games, and make 
recommendations for improvements.  Prototypes will be refined and the games will 
be manually produced and distributed to appropriate audience such as elementary 
school classrooms or the local community center.   
PA Core Standards -  CC.1.2.6.B  CC.1.2.7.B  CC.1.2.8.B  CC.1.2.6.F  CC.1.2.7.F  CC.1.2.8.F  CC.1.2.6.G 

CC.1.2.7.G  CC.1.2.8.G  CC.1.2.6.J  CC.1.2.7.J  CC.1.2.8.J  CC.1.2.6.K   CC.1.2.7.K CC.1.2.8.K  

CC.1.4.6.A  CC.1.4.7.A  CC.1.4.8.A  CC.1.4.6.B  CC.1.4.7.B  CC.1.4.8.B  CC.1.4.6.C  CC.1.4.7.C  

CC.1.4.8.C  CC.1.4.6.K  CC.1.4.7.K  CC.1.4.8.K 

Global Gurus 6, 7, 8 Students will watch a video clip produced by CNN Student News that highlights the 
world news and major events.  Following the video, students will find a related 
Newsela article to develop deeper understand of the issue/topic of the week.  Weekly 
discussions, quizzes, and/or projects will test students of their new worldly 
knowledge and global connections.  This course incorporates appropriate reading 
lexile levels and focuses on non-fiction texts.  Students will also have the opportunity 
to participate in socratic seminar, write informative essays, research using online 
sources, and engage in peer collaboration. 

Health+ 6, 7, 8 In Health + we will be exploring the human body by looking at each body system in 

more detail then what we do in RA.  We will also look at diseases and disorders of 

these body systems and identify ways to keep the human body healthy and ticking for 

a long time PA Core Standards -  CC.1.2.6.G CC.1.2.7.B CC.1.2.7.D CC.1.2.7.I  CC.1.2.8.A 

CC.1.2.8.C CC.1.2.8.G CC.1.3.6.A CC.2.1.6.E.2 CC.2.1.7.D.1 CC.2.2.8.C.2 CC.2.2.8.C.21.2.7.I   

Inline Skating  7, 8 An aerobic activity to enhance cardiovascular endurance and strength, as well as 

balance, agility, and coordination.  Class will take place outside on various paths 

around campus.  PREREQUISITES:   Students are encouraged to provide inline 

skates, wrist, elbow, and knee pads, and a helmet.  All equipment is mandatory and 

must be worn during class. Students must label all equipment with their names.  

Students are also responsible for appropriate dress in conjunction with the weather.    

If students do not have all the required equipment they may borrow from the P.E. 

Department.  PA Core Standards -  CC.1.2.6.G  CC.1.3.6.A  CC.1.2.7.B  CC1.2.8.A 

On the MOVEies 6, 7, 8 We will watch some of the best kids sports films ever made and also participate in the 

sport that the movie is based on.  For example: we will watch The Sandlot and play 

some wiffleball/softball, or McFarland and do some cross country running or go to 

the track and run.  PA Core Standards- -  CC.1.2.6.G CC.1.2.7.B CC.1.2.7.D CC.1.2.7.I  CC.1.2.8.A 

CC.1.2.8.C CC.1.2.8.G CC.1.3.6.A CC.2.1.6.E.2 CC.2.1.7.D.1 CC.2.2.8.C.2 CC.2.2.8.C.21.2.7.I   

Outdoor Adventures 6, 7, 8 Students will participate in outdoor activities such as games, hiking, orienteering, 

cooperative activities, and lessons on camping.  We will be outside as often as 

possible, so dress appropriately.  Students will also identify main ideas in articles 

about orienteering and cooperative activities.  Students will compare and contrast 

different equipment used for hiking and camping. Pedometers will be used to keep 

track of distances hiked and students will use maps to learn how to navigate. 
PA Core Standards -  CC.1.2.6.G CC.1.2.7.B CC.1.2.7.D CC.1.2.7.I  CC.1.2.8.A CC.1.2.8.C CC.1.2.8.G 

CC.1.3.6.A CC.2.1.6.E.2 CC.2.1.7.D.1 CC.2.2.8.C.2   CC.2.2.8.C.21.2.7.I   

P.A.W.S. (Peers Actively 

Working in Service) 

6, 7, 8 Students have the opportunity to improve the quality of life in our community and the 

world through their actions.  Additionally, students will develop organization, 

marketing, and leadership skills.  Students will research community service 

opportunities, democratically choose whom to serve, create an action plan and 

complete the service project.  Service projects could include volunteerism (in or 

outside the school), or raising money for or awareness of a particular issue.  Past 

projects have included a gum guessing contest to raise money for the Make a Wish 

Foundation, collecting used clothes for local ministries, collecting toiletries for 

Victory House, and selling wrist bands to raise money for veterans organizations. 
PA Core Standards -  CC.1.2.6.G  CC.1.2.7.G  CC.1.2.8.G  CC.1.2.6.H  CC.1.2.7.H  CC.1.2.8.H  
CC.1.2.6.I  CC.1.2.7.I  CC.1.2.8.I 
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Extensions (grades 6, 7, 8) – continued 

 

TITLE GRADE DESCRIPTION 

Personal Finance 7, 8 This course has been designed for students to learn important financial matters life 

skills.  Students will be involved with hands-on activities which may include, but 

are not limited to, resume writing, job applications, mock interviews, budgeting, 

checkbook reconciliation, comparison shopping, savings plans and,  mortgage and 

consumer loans.   PA Core Standards - M07.A-R.1.1.6  M07.A-N.1.1.1  M07.A-

N.1.1.3  M07.B-E.2.1.1  M07.B-E.2.3.1 

Photography 6, 7, 8 Quarter 4: Photography - Are you a self-proclaimed photographer?  Do you take 

pictures non-stop?  This extension will introduce you to the origin of photography 

and how it has progressed throughout history.  You will also learn professional 

photography tips and tricks to help you take better and more artful photos. 
PA Core Standards – Mathematics 2.3 Geometry  2.3.6  CC.2.3.6.A.1  2.3.7  CC.2.3.7.A.1  

2.3.8  CC.2.3.8.A.1 Language Arts  1.4 Writing CC.1.4.6.A  CC.1.4.7.A  CC.1.4.8.A  

CC.1.4.6.D  CC.1.4.7.D  CC.1.4.8.D  CC.1.4.6.F  CC.1.4.7.F  CC.1.4.8.  C.C.1.4.6.H  

C.C.1.4.7.H 

Recycling in Saucon Valley 6, 7, 8 Students will establish a community-based recycling project by first researching the 

recycling process of plastic bottles and aluminum cans by reading informational 

text about the recycling process, then creating a persuasive argument to local 

businesses to save their recycling to donate for the school's participation in the 

Recycle Rally contest. Students will also create a persuasive argument to the PTG 

to collect the recycling from the local businesses. Once the plan is implemented, 

students will be measuring and reporting the recycling brought into the school on 

an ongoing basis, while designing new challenges to persuade their fellow students 

to recycle.  PA Core Standards - CC 3.5.6-8, CC 3.6.6-8 

Science in Your World 6, 7, 8 Explore the exciting science of criminal investigation. Students will learn to 

analyze a crime scene, collect physical evidence, and use science to interpret 

evidence such as fingerprints, blood analysis, ballistics, skeletal remains, and 

chromatography. In addition, students will read crime scene reports and write 

summaries of their investigations. This course is ideal for students who are 

interested in forensics, law enforcement, or simply have an interest in C.S.I.  

Course materials funded through a grant from the Saucon Valley Foundation for 

Educational Innovation.  PA Core Standards - CC.3.5.6-8.A. CC.3.5.6-8.B. 

CC.3.5.6-8.C. CC.3.6.6-8.A CC.3.6.6-8.B.  
Tennis 7, 8 A life-time activity to enhance cardiovascular endurance and strength, as well as 

hand/eye coordination, agility, and power.  While improving many of the 

components of fitness, the students will also learn the rules of tennis play through 

verbal instruction, as well as demonstrations for singles play and doubles play.  

Tennis play involves keeping score, strategy of placing shots, as well as the skills 

of serving, backhand, forehand, and playing the net.  Class will take place outside 

on the high school tennis courts.  Students will also take time to compare and 

contrast different styles of tennis through reading articles and watching videos on 

famous tennis players, and then writing their conclusions.  Comparing author 

perspectives on the same tennis topics will also be explored. 

PREREQUISITES: Students must provide tennis racquet and a can of balls.  

Students must label all equipment with their names.  Students are also responsible 

for appropriate dress in conjunction with the weather.  PA Core Standards -  CC.1.1  

CC.1.2.7.A    CC.2.4.8.B.2   CC.1.2.6.D  CC.1.2.7.B  CC.1.2.8.C CC.1.2.4.V  

CC.1.2.7.D  CC.1.2.8.G  CC.2.4.6.B.1  CC.1.2.7.F  CC.1.2.8.I  CC.2.1.6.E.3  

CC.1.2.7.I  CC.1.2.8.J  CC.2.1.7.D.1  CC.1.3.8.F  CC.2.2.7.B.3 

 

 

 

 

 



 

17 

 

Extensions (grades 6, 7, 8) – continued 

 

COURSE GRADE DESCRIPTION 

Walking for Fitness 6, 7, 8 An aerobic activity designed to enhance and improve the cardiovascular system.  

Fitness walking will entail many different routes around campus that will challenge 

and invigorate the body and mind. Over the course of the quarter the class will 

consistently increase the distance and intensity of walking.  The class will monitor 

their improvement with the use of individual pedometers.  This will allow the 

students to plot their daily distance on a graph, compare their distance and times 

daily, and document the weather daily on a chart.  Students will also take turns 

mapping a route around campus and/or in the building that everyone in the class 

will walk. Students will research the proper walking techniques and write key 

points for safe and efficient walking styles.  They will also compare different 

author’s opinions on walking styles using various mediums.  If the weather is 

uncooperative, we will walk inside.  Comfortable clothing and SNEAKERS THAT 

TIE TIGHT are a requirement.  We will walk in cool weather as well as warm so 

appropriate dress is a must.  If the weather is uncooperative, we will walk inside.  

PA Core Standards - CC.1.4.6.V  CC.1.2.7.E  CC.2.2.8.C.2 

CC.1.2.6.B  CC.1.2.7.I  CC.2.4.8.B.2  CC.1.2.6.F CC.1.4.7.A  CC.1.2.8.B  

CC.1.2.6.G CC.1.4.7.D CC.1.2.8.I  CC.2.1.6.E.2  CC.2.1.7.D.1 

CC.1.2.8.JCC.2.4.6.B.1  CC.2.4.7.B.2 

 
 

Academic Interventions that MAY be assigned throughout the school year 

TITLE GRADE DESCRIPTION 

Literacy 

Intervention/Extension 

5 Groups focus on specific PA Core standards based on the demonstrated needs of the 

group.  Students will read and discuss fiction and nonfiction texts on their reading 

level while focusing on specific skill areas. 

Math Support 5, 6, 7, 8 Assigned by Math Teacher 

This course is designed for students who have scored basic or below basic on 

standardized and district assessments or who have not demonstrated adequate 

growth on these assessments.  Students will practice and strengthen their skills on 

assessment anchors as well as on the current topics being covered in 

their math class.  Placement will be re-evaluated quarterly; students performing 

consistently at a proficient level will exit. 

Reading Strategies 5, 6, 7, 8 Assigned by Reading Specialist 

Students are assigned to this mandatory extension based on basic or below basic 

reading assessment scores.  They will develop a personalized learning plan and 

learn comprehension strategies, enhance vocabulary and develop test-taking 

strategies; they will exit the course after consistently demonstrating proficiency.   

Sonday 5, 6, 7, 8 Assigned by Special Education Case Manager   

The Sonday System and the Sonday System II are multi-sensory reading programs 

that can be used with beginning readers through grade 8 readers.  The purpose of the 

Sonday Systems is to teach essential reading skills by focusing on phonological and 

phonemic awareness, spelling, controlled reading, fluency, vocabulary, and 

comprehension. Each 30-minute Sonday lesson contains specific components to 

address a variety of skills. Sonday can be taught 2-3 days per week to address minor 

delays and 4-5 days per week for intensive intervention. 

 


